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March 31, 2020


Dear MRSD Families,


In keeping with my commitment to communicate regularly with our MRSD community,  I 
wanted to share with you some new guidance we received last night from the Oregon 
Department of Education (ODE).  ODE announced that all districts in the state will be 
shifting away from the original state mandate of providing “Supplemental Education and 
Learning Supports” to delivering “Distance Learning for All.”   This shift means your 
students will be engaged in learning new material and receiving assessments and credit 
for their work remotely, versus the previous direction to supplement previous learning to 
assist students with evolving mastery and skill retention only. 


This shift also signals the potential for schools to remain closed for the remainder of the 
2019-2020 school year.  The potential of not returning to school in-person weighs 
heavily on all of us, and is frankly difficult for our staff to truly comprehend and 
appreciate the implications this will have for all of us.  The loss of the traditional school 
day experiences should not mean students lose the opportunity for connection, 
belonging and optimism for the future.  Every caring adult has a role and responsibility 
to play in guiding our students through this moment of challenge and uncertainty.  It is a 
time to highlight the assets and resilience we see in our children and let then know how 
much we value them. Now is the time when great communities do great things for kids 
and families.


It is with that spirit, that I shared the following  VIDEO with the entire MRSD staff today, 
as they returned to work (remotely). 


MRSD leadership needs to take time over the next couple of days to analyze, interpret 
and make plans for this shift in direction. From our initial review of the updated 
guidance from ODE, we believe MRSD is well positioned to deliver on this new 
direction. Much of what ODE is asking school districts to deliver is how we have already 
been preparing our teachers, staff, students and families.


We are all looking forward to engaging with your students in the coming days and 
weeks ahead.  Please check in with your student, as our teachers will begin to reach 
out to them beginning, Monday April 6.



Stay Well,


Tony Mann

Superintendent

https://spark.adobe.com/video/VTSSp84QM62Rg

